
The Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of the Suffolk Carpet Bowls 
Association held on 23rd August 2022 at Needham Market Community Centre

Those Present: Andy Gilder (AG) – Chairman, Neil Jolly (NJ), Paul Daniels (PD) - 
Treasurer, Jim Goodrich (JG), Sally Goodrich (SG) - Vice Chair, Sue Gilder (SCG), 
Andy Pooley (AP), Jane Sago (JS), Richard Sago (RS) - Match Secretary, Adam 
Hubbard (AH), Peter Dent (PD1) - Secretary
1. Apologies: Received from Clint Watling (CW), Tom Runnacles (TR)

2. Approval of minutes: The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 4th July 2022. 
Proposed by SCG and seconded by RS were unanimously approved and were 
duly signed.

3. Matters Arising: AG apologised as he had not made contact with the local 
residential home further to their enquiry about the availability of equipment. He 
will do this before the next meeting and report back.

4. Chairman’s Report:  AG said that he had nothing to report other than it was a 
shame the arranged quiz night, to raise money for Suffolk Squad Funds had been
cancelled.

5. Secretary’s Report: There was nothing to report.

6. Treasurer’s Report: PD reported that SCBA membership and insurance monies 
had been received from most clubs, with three still being chased. So far 69 clubs 
had renewed their SCBA membership, as opposed to 82 pre pandemic. To date it
looks like we will make a circa £300 loss on the insurance payments, given the 
reduced club membership, but this is actually less than was initially anticipated.

7. Match Secretary’s report: RS advised there was nothing specific to report as 
the Summer League was running smoothly and the matches were nearly all 
finished.

8. Captain’s Report: TR had not provided a report.

9. ECBA Report: NJ advised there was nothing to report and that the next ECBA 
meeting was an online meeting at the end of September. NJ also advised that the
ECBA Triples (being held at Needham Market and hosted by the SCBA on 4 
September 2022) had received the maximum capacity 40 entries and there was a
small reserve list.



10.  ECCBA Report: TR had not provided a report.

11.  Winter league: Further to work put in before the meeting, RS/PD/NJ presented 
a proposed Winter League format for discussion.

The proposal was for the East to consist of 3 Divisions – a Division 1 and Divisions 2
North and 2 South. There would then be promotion/ relegation in the East, with the 
winners of D2N and D2S being promoted to D1, replacing the bottom two teams that
would then go to the appropriate D2. The West to consist of a single Division, with 
the winner playing the East Division E1 winner for the County Championship.

There was then a discussion around the make-up of the leagues, presented as 
follows:

West: Barrow, Brockley, Cockfield, Hundon, Stanningfield, Withersfield, Woolpit

East D1:  Barking, Belstead, Bentley, Chelmondiston, Claydon, Copdock, 
Hintlesham, Martlesham

East D2N: Bramford, Bildeston, Elmsett, Hitcham, Offton (TBC), Needham Market, 
Gt Blakenham

East D2S: Burstall, East Bergholt, Hadleigh, Harkstead, Kesgrave, Old Felixstowe, 
Tattingstone

The Winter league games will commence mid September and finish on Friday 24 th 
March

All of the above, was proposed by AH and seconded by RS with nine approvals and 
one abstention. 

The Joe Rice Cup draw was then carried out, with 22 clubs participating. There was 
6 Preliminary Round matches to bring the number to 16, then there will then be a 
First Round proper as in previous years.

Preliminary rounds matches to be played by Friday 11th November 2022
First Round matches by Friday 13th January 2023
The losers of these matches will be entered into the Chairmans Plate. Draw for Plate 
First Round matches to be done in mid January 2023, with matches to be completed 
by Friday 3rd March 2023.

Then at Needham Market Community Centre:
Joe Rice Cup Quarter Finals: Monday 6 March 2023
Chairmans Plate Quarter Finals: Wednesday 8 March 2023
Cup and Plate Semi Finals: Wednesday 15 March 2023
Cup and Plate Finals: Wednesday 22 March 2023

   
Full details of the leagues and the cup draws will follow to all clubs involved very 
shortly, together with the revised Rules (reviewed and agreed) and the new format 
match scoresheet.



SG raised a query around if the SCBA could do anything to assist any bowlers, 
whose club had closed or had not entered the league. AP advised that he had 
previously posted on the Facebook page about this, giving any such individuals a 
contact point, to pass on information on clubs local to them. He would repeat that 
post. NJ advised he could email clubs that had either not re-joined our leagues or not
renewed their SCBA membership, in a similar vein.

13.  Forthcoming events:

Sunday 4th September – ECBA Triples – Needham Market: Being hosted by the 
SCBA, NJ thanked SG for buying the trophies. The Centre would be opened at 8am 
(first games, 9am) and assistance from Committee members was requested for 
setting up.

Wednesday 7th September – Summer League Finals Night – Needham Market: 
RS to communicate to league winners and runners-up, the arrangements nearer the 
date. NJ advised the Centre would be available to us at 7pm, so we can set up in the
main hall, with the Burton Room being available to us at 7.30pm, games starting 
soon thereafter. It was agreed that a raffle would be run and there would be an 
honesty box for tea/coffee/biscuits.

Sunday 25th September – ECCBA 5 Counties – Littleport Sports Centre

Sunday 16th October – Chairman’s Triples – Needham Market: AG to finalise the 
entry form ASAP, so NJ can email out.

14. Any Other Business: 

NJ advised that he and PD were finalising an updated Club Contacts List, to be 
completed when SCBA club memberships had been completed.  This will then be 
circulated. 

NJ also advised that he had put together a 2022/2023 SCBA events calendar, which 
was reviewed/ discussed. As the Suffolk team no longer have a home match on 27 
November 2022, it was agreed to move the Suffolk Triples from 18 December 2022 
to that date. NJ to cancel the 18 December booking with Needham Market 
Community Centre. 
Whether we need a Closed Competition Finals night will be reviewed, subject to 
entry numbers in the singles and pairs. The triples and fours to be played out to a 
winner on their designated Sundays.
The events calendar to be circulated with the Minutes.

     There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.03pm. 

Date of next meeting – Monday 31st October 2022


