
The Minutes of a Committee Meeting of the
Suffolk Carpet Bowls Association

held at Needham Market Community Centre
on Monday 28th March, 1994

The Meeting commenced at 7.35 p.m.

Those present:- Raymond White (Chairman), Margaret Southgate (Vice Chairman),
David Schofield (Secretary), Keith Armes (Treasurer), David Cobbold, Trevor
Girling, Sally Goodrich, John Hayward, David Jermyn, Chris Leach, Judith Longman
Tony Webber and Joy Williamson.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Arvon Evans.

2. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th February, 1993 were approved as
minuted, except for the changing of the year from 1984 to 1994 in item 3,
and signed as being a· true record by the Chairman.

3. The following matters arose from the previous Minutes:-

4. It was noted that the bowler who had said they wouldn't play a~ain for
the County because of an earlier Press Report had done so.

4. David Jermyn had been asked by the East Bergholt Club to commend the
Association on the excellent Press Reports.

7. It was noted that the East Angl ian Daily Times had not printed the
report on the Suffolk Pairs Championship and this would allay any
suggestion of favouritism being shown to the writer.

17. a) Barrow cae, in the persons of Angela & Michael Ashman, had offered
to host the Annual General Meeting on Monday, 27th June, 1994 and this was
gratefully accepted.

17. b) There has been a misunderstanding with regard to the Charity Pairs
in that Joyce & Ron Smith were unable to get arrangements under way until
the Secretary had written to the Barrow Club asking them to support Joyce
& Ron in the running of a tournament in aid of a Diabetes charity.
Ron Smith agreed that it was probably rather too late now to be able to
hold it on the planned date of 8th May but it was decided that it should
be held open for that tournament although it was realised that it may have
to be held later in the year.

4. The Chairman reported that he had received two separate complaints from
people (who had remarked that they were representing others) with regard
to the affton & Willisham Club not having put names to their Fours in the
recent Sulfolk Fours Championships. John Hayward had also received
complaints.
There was much discussion over the matter with the affton & Wi IIisham
representatives pointing out that they regretted not having done so but
that it had come at a time of considerable activity on other fronts, that



it was the first time ever that they had not done so and that they
regretted the complaints being solely against them when others had
transgressed in the same tournament and many times before.
The Committee decided that it would not insist in the future that only
those teams named be eligible to playas there were often considerable
changes in a team make up between entering and playing. Notwithstanding
that all Clubs were recommended to supply names with entries and to try and
play those teams.
The Committee felt, however. that the complaints were unnecessary.

The Chairman said that he had also received comment on the lack of
atmosphere at Holywells High School and that the catering was poor. The
former was noted but it was pointed out that to play the Suffolk
Championships in one day it was necessary to have a large venue which was
probably the problem. The catering from the van had been necessary because
lhe appeal to members of the Assoc iation to do it had brought no response.
Judith Longman questioned whether the Committee could do the catering in
future but it was felt that they were already heavi Iy involved with running
the tournament. Trevor Girl ing, however, said that he had been approached
by a lady from his Club who. with others. would be prepared to do it on a
commercial basis. After some discussion it was decided that this was the ..
bes t idea and wi II he accept ed.

The Chairman had, at the end of last year, written a piece on carpet bowls
and was very pleased to report that the Suffolk Carpet Bowls Association
was to receive an award from the Eastern Region of the Sports Counci I. We
have been voted a joint winner in the category of "A special award for the
most outstanding contribution to sport by an individual or organisation".
The award is to be presented by David Mellor. MP QC, Chairman of the Sports
Aid Foundation. at the Norwich Sports Vi IIage on Friday 29th Apri I, 1994
and we had been invited to send along 4 representatives. As it had been
necessary for him to notify the Sports Council before this Meeting of the
names of those who would attend he sought, and received, the approval of
them being the Chairman, Vice Chairman. Secretary and Captain.
David Cobhold welcomed our winning as being recognition for carpet bowls
which could help with applications for grants, etc. in the future ",hilst
the Secretary commented that it was an achievement for c'Irpet bowls and
something to be proud of.
(N.B. This award MUST be treated as confidential unt i 1 a public
announcement is made by the Soorts Counci 1 in mid Apri I.)

5. The Secretary reported that with the joining of the Royal British Legion
Club, Felixstowe membership now stood at 99 Members and 9 Associate Members
and that there were 2 or 3 other Clubs who would be joining on 1st July.
It seems that there are other Clubs who are taking up the game and may soon
join our ranks.

6. The Treasurer reported that the Deposit Account present ly stood at
£4.115.89 and the Current Account at £114.62. There was an invoice for the
hire of Holywells for the Suffolk Fours to pay at £263.04.
David Jermyn bemoaned the fact that the profit on raffles was £700 down on
the previous year due to their being just 3 raffles (3 days of tournaments)
as compared with 13 last year ( 2 a day on 5 days and 1 each on 3 days).
The prof it this year was about £360 but venue hire fees had reduced
considerably such that overall we were not worse off. It was decided to
seek the views of the members with regard to raffles at the Annual General
Meeting.

7. The latest position in the Leagues and cups was looked at with interest.

8. The venue for our Finals Day has been changed to Needham Market Community



Centre (Programme attached to these Minutes). Equipment will be requested
from those Clubs NOT playing twice which wi 11 avoid any Club playing on
its' own mats. The Day will be run by David Cobbold with assistance from
other Committee Members not involved in one or other of the finals. It was
decided not to invite a guest so presentations would be made in-house.
The Cert ificates that had been presented in the past to those who had
represented the County in the Eastern Counties Championships would be
presented to all those who had played since last July.
The lady from Claydon who had offered to do the catering next year wi II be
invited to "get to know us better" and sell tea and cakes (it was felt that
most will have eaten before getting there).

9. Trevor Girling commented that the admin. on the day of the Suffolk Pairs
Championshi ps was hard work and for some reason the tournament ran much
later than had been planned. The reasons for this were discussed but were
not obvious although it was clear that some games took well over the time
allocated. He added that our Tournament Rules were not clear, e.g. what
wouId he have done if somebody had been late for a game? Attent ion wi 11
be paid next year to clarifying these.
The Suffolk Pairs Champions, 1994 are Lin & David Schofield (affton &
WiII isham) and the r'lnners up Paul ine & John Hayward (Belstead) with the
semi finalists Alison & Neil Jolly (Brockley) and Betty McGuire & Ken
Wiggins (Lawshall).

10. Tony Webber said that the Suffolk Fours Championships had gone very
smoothly and there was always time in hand (there were, of course,
considerably less games to be played than in the Pairs). He was
disappointed that the mat for the final had bowled well when laid about an
hour beforehand yet it had settled and behaved very differently when the
game began.
Trevor Girling asked if it were not possible to introduce a round robin
format for the County Championships. The numbers who enter, however, make
it impossible unless we revert to the 3 Sunday format and it was generally
agreed that this was not wanted nor was a limiting of the entry.
The Suffolk Fours Champions, 1994 are June & Peter Petti t and Jean & Arvon
Evans (Cockfield) and the runners up Pauline & John Hayward and Maureen &
Doug Howes (Belstead) with the semi finalists Phyll is Skelton, Martin
Southall, Alex Stewart & David Schofield (affton & willishaml and Kelly
Gooding, Jeremy, Marion & Derek Brown (Elmsett).

11. The County Captain, Tony Webber, reported that the Eastern Counties League
match against Essex the previous day had been won by 20 points to 16 and
we had scored 143 shots to their 133. There was some good bowling although
he felt that one or two of our bowlers had not bowled too well. The 4th
session, of 5, made the difference as we won all 4 games but Essex came
back so well in the last session that it seemed at one time that a
countback of shots might be necessary to decide the winner. We have now
finished our matches and we will finish 2nd to Cambridgeshire in the League
table which Tony felt was surprising in that we had not bowled well.

His comment that people who had bowled well in the Trials had not
necessarily bowled well in matches led to considerable discussion over the
manner of selection of the County side in the future. He commented that
there had not been agreement between the Selectors over policy with regard
to the Trials. The Committee considered it important to minute clearly
that in future the Selection Committee must select the best team for
Suffolk and tnat though trials, talent spotting, etc. were matters to be
taken into account by them they should not be the only criteria.
A vote of thanks was expressed to the present select ion committee for their
work in the past year.



It was decided that the next County Trials would be held on the Sundays of
22nd May and 19th June, 1994 probably at Needham Market Community Centre.

12. A Iist of the entries for the Summer Leagues and a suggested spl it into
groups was passed around and approved (attached hereto). The Summer League
Rules will remain as before and will be circulated to participating Clubs.

13. There was little news on the Eastern Counties CBA except that the date of
their Annual C~neral Meeting was reiterated as being on 28th April, 1994
at a pub in Snailwell, near Newmarket.

14. a) There had not been a meeting of the English CBA since the last Suffolk
Association Meeting but it was understood that Cambridgeshire had made a
formal complaint to Durham with regard to the dress, drinking and smoking
whilst playing in the English Rinks Championships. A subject that had
worried several people from Suffolk and which had been noted in the Minutes
of the last Meeting.
There was consternat ion by some Committee members that the dates for
notification of the ECBA AGM had not been met and that the date notified
for proposals to reach the Secretary was not in accordance with the
Canst itut ion. Indeed there was speculat ion that an object ion from the
f laoI'at the AGM that it cou Id not be he ld would be correct. Suffolk would
not do this and it was thought unlikely that such a move would be supported
by others.
There ensued a good deal of discussion over the role that Suffolk people
might play in the elections for the Officers of the ECBA at the Annual
General Meeting on 22nd April, 1994 at Hemsby. It seems that the
Secretary. Ms Eve Warren, would not be standing again and neither would the
Treasurer, Mr John Crawford. in that position at least.
The Committee confirmed their support of David Schofield should t1f' stand.

b) The Rules Sub Committee had put together a proposal for changes to the
Rules for Playing Carpet Bowls and the Secretary had submitted these to the
ECBA Secretary at the correct time. The Sub Committee had put together a
lettel'and "an idiots guide" on our proposals for circulat ing to the Member
Counties of the ECBA so that they could consider them before the AGM.
These proposals were more a matter of tidying up and simplifying the Rules
rather than being changes. What to do when a wood hit the middle. when the
wrong one was bowled, etc. have penalties put together in one rule rather
than appearing in a number of them.

15. Little was said of the English Pairs Championships other than arrangements
were on course, the draw had been done, the Programme had gone to the
printer and the getogether on Saturday, 9th April would fill in the gaps.
It remains highly improbable that the English Pairs Championships will take
place in 1995 as an alternative venue that could take the number of guests
and have enough floor space for the mats could not be found.
Joy Williamson requested clarification of what the problem was and it was
explained that Pont in's were able only to offer us the one Centre of
Seacroft in April. 1995. Seacroft has a maximum accommodation number of
approx. 650 people and more importantly the amount of floor space would
provide bowling for only 350 to 400 using the traditional round robin
format.

16. The following matters were raised under any other business:-

a) Tony Webber had to hand a harrowing video of the work of The
Arthrogryposis Group who were wishing to take over the date of the Charity
Pairs if the planned charity event was unable to take place.



b) Chris Leach announced that the Stutton Charity Pairs would be held on
Sunday, 21st August, 1994 at Royal Hospital School. Holbrook and money
raised would be divided between Diabetes, a Hospice and a Naval Charity.

c) Trevor Girling had received a letter from Great Blakenham in which the
main thrust was that minimum numbers of bowlers should be stated for League
matches. It was felt to be too late now to consider such a move for the
Summer Leagues but the Secretary was asked to place the matter on the
Agenda for the next Meeting so that it could be discussed in relation to
next seasons Winter Leagues.

The Meeting concluded at 10.25 p.m.

The next ~leeting wi Jibe held at the same venue on the Monday, 16th May. 1994


